Course of Study: Geography and Cultures-Eastern Hemisphere GradelLevel: 7

Instructional Block/Theme: Block 1 of the Integrated Instructional Guide is* Focus
on Europe.”

International Education: Jntroduction fo Germany

Whileit is recommended that the five themes of geography be reviewed throughout the
yearlong course, the assessment for “ Focus on Europe” islinked to the geographic
theme Region. Germany is one of the largest countriesin thisregion. It isacountry that
has helped shape the history and culture of Europe. The following lesson and suggested
extension activities will aid toward afurther understanding of Europe in which Germany
has been and still remains a major player.

Approximately 90 minutes will be required to compl ete the maps and chart.

|. Content:
| want my students to understand (or be able to):
A. Use maps to acquire and process information from a spatia perspective,
B. Use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and
environmentsin a spatial setting,
C. Recognize the human and physical characteristics of Germany that have
combined to help shape the history and culture of Europe.

[I. Prerequisites:
In order to fully appreciate this lesson, the student must know (or be experienced in):
A. The development and use of different types of maps and databases.
B. Identification of physical and human features on mapsto analyze place.

[I1. Instructional Objectives:
The student will:

A. Locate and label Germany on aworld map.

B. Locate and label Germany and its nine bordering countries on a map of
Europe.
Locate and label the physical and political features of Germany on a map.
Practice the process of mental mapping the region.
Interpret tables to complete a Germany/United States comparison chart of
current statistics.
Analyze maps and statistical datato explore and draw conclusions regarding
the human and physical factors that have influenced the history and current
conditions in Germany and other European countries.
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Course of Study: Geography and Cultures-Eastern Hemisphere GradelLevel: 7

Instructional Block/Theme: Block 1 of the Integrated Instructional Guide is* Focus
on Europe.”

International Education: Jntroduction fo Germany

V. Materials and Equipment:
Teacher:  overhead projector

map transparencies.
L ocation of Germany in the World
L ocation of Germany in Europe
Map of Germany
Map: Former Border of East & West Germany

lesson packet

Students:  maps
instruction sheets
comparison chart
database
colored pencils or markers

V. Instructional Procedures:
Thislesson is designed to be integrated into the unit “Focus on Europe.” Explain to
the students that in the process of developing into aleading world nation, Germany
has had to surmount major obstacles. Because of Germany’ s role in shaping
European history and western culture, it isfitting to have a more in-depth look at the
country.

A. Ask student volunteers to relate facts they already know about Germany.
Encourage students to go beyond the topic of WWII. Record their contributions
on the board. Use this as an opportunity to differentiate between fact and opinion.

B. Sincelocationisacrucia point in geography in helping students view the world
in spatial terms, the lesson begins with the map Germany in the World and moves
on to the maps L ocation of Germany in Europe and Map of Germany. A student
instruction guide has been prepared to accompany each map. It is recommended
that these map activities be done orally as a class with the teacher modeling the
procedure on a map transparency as the students locate on their maps. Reinforce
the need for exact and neat work.

C. When the map Germany in the World has been compl eted, instruct the students to
placeit in their notebooks for further reference. Then, begin a short mental
mapping practice. Without access to any maps, ask them to visualize the relative
location of North America and Europe, the U.S. and Germany.
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Course of Study: Geography and Cultures-Eastern Hemisphere GradelLevel: 7

Instructional Block/Theme: Block 1 of the Integrated Instructional Guide is* Focus
on Europe.”

International Education: Jntroduction fo Germany

Mental Mapping: The ultimate goal of map work is to train students in mental mapping — the skill to
visualize the relative location of places without the use of maps. Students should be asked routinely to
practice this skill upon completion of each map activity to facilitate the organization of information
about people, places, and environments in a spatial context. For example, students should have the
ability to “see” in their minds that Idaho is bordered on the east by Montana and Wyoming and that
Montanais north of Wyoming.

D. Following this activity, distribute the Comparison Chart and database. The
database will require additional explanation. Choose a country other than the
U.S. or Germany and orally work through the chart for that country. After it
appears the students have a grasp of the process, instruct them to compl ete the
chart for the U.S. and Germany. Circulate throughout the classroom to provide
assistance and a check for understanding.

E. The subsequent two maps and instruction guides should be done following the
same procedure as the first map. Throughout the map activities, it will be
necessary to include some background information for terms used in the student
instructions with which they may not be familiar such as Cold War or Berlin
Wall. The extent to which these are explained will depend upon whether the
extension options that cover such terms are assigned. The extension activities are
provided for further expansion of the lesson and to reinforce the geography
standards.

F. The closure for each map should include a teacher-led mental mapping practice
accompanied by several discussion questions generated from the activity.

V1. Assessment/Evaluation:
Upon completion of this lesson, students should be demonstrating successin
mental mapping as atool for viewing the world in spatial terms. In a short
paragraph, students should be able to explain factors that have influenced the
history and current conditions in Germany and other European countries.

VIl. Idaho Achievement Standards:
6-9.GEH.2.1.2 Apply latitude and longitude to locate places on Earth and
describe the uses of locational technology, such as Global
Positioning Systems (GPS) and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS).
6-9.GEH.2.1.3 Use mental maps to answer geographic questions and to
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Course of Study: Geography and Cultures-Eastern Hemisphere GradelLevel: 7

Instructional Block/Theme: Block 1 of the Integrated Instructional Guide is* Focus
on Europe.”

International Education: Jntroduction fo Germany

analyze how they reflect an individual’ s attitude toward
places.

6-9.GEH.2.1.4 Analyze visual and mathematical data presented in charts,
tables, graphs, maps, and other graphic organizersto assist in
interpreting a historical event.

6-9.GEH.2.3.2 Describe major physical characteristics of regionsin the
Eastern Hemisphere.

6-9.GEH.2.3.3 Compare major cultural characteristics of regionsin the
Eastern Hemisphere.

6-9.GEH.2.5.4 Give examples of how land and water forms, climate, and

natural vegetation have influenced historical trends and
developments in the Eastern Hemisphere.

6-9.GEH.3.2.2 Compare the standard of living of various countries of the
Eastern Hemisphere today using Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) per capita as an indicator.

VIII. Follow-up Activities. See extension activities.
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LOCATION OF GERMANY IN THE WORLD

Therelative location of Germany is the geographical center of Europe. Referringto a
world map in your atlas or textbook, compl ete the following map activity.

1.

L ocate Germany and color it yellow. Label it FRG, which standsfor its official
name. Create alegend (key) in the bottom left corner of your map. Color the first
box yellow and next to it, write out the official name: Federal Republic of
Germany.

The continents of Europe and Asiaare commonly divided at the Ural Mountains.
L ocate this mountain range and draw it on your map using this symbol for
mountains ( A ). Draw this symbol in the second box of your legend and write out
the name next to it: Ural Mountains. Outline the continent of Europe in black.
On your map, label the area Eur ope.

L ocate the United States. Color it green (include Alaskaand Hawaii.) Color the
third box of your legend green and write USA next to it.

Mark our state with ared shaded area. Color the fourth box red and write | daho
next to it.

Outline and label the continent of North America in black.

Label the 2 oceans that separate North America from Europe.
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COMPARISON CHART: GERMANY AND THE UNITED STATES

Using current data provided by your teacher, the Internet, an almanac, etc., complete the
following chart. Notice areas of similarities and differences as you progress.

Official name

Area (sq. mi.)

Population

Capital

Major languages

Form of government

Current leader

Literacy rate (%)

Life expectancy

Per capita GDP

Currency

UNITED STATES

GERMANY

* Literacy rate: the percentage of people who can read and write.

Per capita GDP: the value of all goods and services produced within a country in one year (its gross domestic
product), divided by its population. It is one way to gauge a nation’s wealth.
Life expectancy: the age to which a newborn can expect to live. Improvements in medicine have helped people

live longer.

Currency: the money used in any country
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DATABASE
Junior Scholastic. October 13, 2003, Scholastic Inc.: Jefferson City, MO.

URBAN DATEOF  LITERACY
COUNTRY AREA (SO MI) | pgp'y CAPITAL MAJOR FORM OF GOVERNMENT ke Rire (%) capi 6oe
POP. RISE %O0FPOP. LIFE
POPULATION PR LANGUAGES & HEAD Ly SRS SR
Gilatomala 42,042 | 39 | Guatemala | Spanish, Amerindian | Presidential-logislative devidcracy; | 1821 | 78/63 | $3.700
| 12400000 | 26 | City dialects President Atfonso Portill Cabrera 2 63/69 | 0652
‘ RIS
Haiti et 14 % oo au.prince| oo, Fremc ki o o ML L
7,500,000 1.8 | | President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 10 5052 | 0467
Honduras 43278 | 46 Tepuclgals tSfpamsh, Amerindian Pres!dentlall-leglslatwe democracy: 1821 76/76 | $2.600
; 6,900,000 | 2.9 falects President Ricardo Maduro 1 6778 | 0667
| _ . :
2,600,000 15 | Minister Percival James Patterson 3 1w | oS
Mexico 756062 T5 |\ oo ciy ‘ Spanish, Mayen, other | Presidential-legitative democracy, | 1810 | 9491 | $9,000
104,900,000 | 2.4 | indigenous languages | President Vicente Fox 3 7378 | 0800
5,500,000 | 2.7 | ¢ | Amerindian dialects President Enrigue Bolafios 0| 6671 | 0683
Panand " | 29198 | 62 Panama City | Spanih, Engish Prsidental-fgisatve democracy, | 1903 | 93/92 | 6000
3,000,000 1.8 President Mireya Moscoso ki M | 0788
Saint Kitts | 139 | 43 | _ | Parliamentary democracy; 1983 | 97/98 | $8800
and Nevis 50000 | 12 Prime Minister Denzil Douglas 3| o8 | 0808
N | | i .
Saint Lucia  p-come R Castries | English, French patois ! ?a.rham?n.taw fenpghey L3 GHED. L3540
200,000 | 11 : i Prime Minister Kenny Anthony 3 078 | 0775
. . ' l |
e | L | i et | POy |98 | 9% | 90
Grenadines 100,000 | 1.1 ; | Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves 37 | 075
Trinidad and 1,981 72 ot Sgain | 78IS Hindi French, | Paiamentary demcracy 1962 T 99/98 | $9,500
Tobago | 1,300,000 ‘ 06 P Spanish Prime Minister Patrick Manning 9% 6873 | 0807
| |
' : 717,79 | 79 i | Presidential-legislati i ‘ ‘
United States | 3,717,796 - Washington, Evilsh, Saaish cths Pres!denhal legislative democracy, | 1776 | 97/47 | $37,600
291,500,000 0.6 D.C. President George W. Bush 0| 480 | 0937
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COUNTRY

AREA (SQ M1)
POPULATION

URBAN
POP. %
POP. RISE

EAR

.21

05

CAPITAL

Vaduz

MAJOR {
LANGUAGES '

Albanian, Greek

lemish, Fre;'l:ch‘.- hennar_t

Bulgarian, others

~Czech, Slovak

| Estonian, Ukrainian,
| Russian, others i

| Greek, English, French

Icelandic

 Italian, German, French,
| Slovene

German, Alemannic
dialect

FORM OF GOVERNMENT

Presidential-parliamentary democracy.
Pre5|dent Alfred Moisiu

hanceﬂor Wolfgang Schﬂssél

arliamentary democracy;

Parliamentary democracy; Prime

DATE OF
ORIGIN
% OF POP.

DER 15

LITERACY PER
RATE (%) CAPITA GDP

LIFE
ExPEcmncv HDI

| $27.700

“Minister Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha

: 1Pa|1|amentary democracy; :
i nme Minister Viadimir Spldla Sl

Parliamentary democracy;

| Prime Minister Juhan Parts

 Parliamentary democracy, e
Prime Minister Konstandanos Siﬂ'lltis

Parliamentary democracy;
Prime Minister David Oddsson

Parliamentary democracy;
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi

Constitutional monarchy;
Prince Hans Adam Il

$10,500

0.833

$25,700

:0.9257=

$25,000

$25,000

$25,000

NA NA
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LOCATION OF GERMANY IN EUROPE

Compared to the United States, Germany is a geographically small nation. However, by
European standards, Germany is geographically large with a high population.

Germany shares a border with nine nations. Physical location of a nation within aregion
can have significant political, economic and cultural implications. This map will provide
the background to establish the relationship between Germany and its neighbors.
Referring to an atlas or textbook map of Europe, identify, locate, and label the following.
Spell and capitalize correctly.
1. Locate Germany and with apencil or marker, color it green. Label it FRG, the
official name.

2. Locate and label the 9 bordering countries.

3. Useablue pencil or marker and trace along the coastline of Europe to indicate the
seas and oceans.

4. Analyze the map as preparation for these discussion questions:

What advantages to trade and transportation would Germany’ s location
provide?

What might be a disadvantage to Germany’ s location?
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EUROPE
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MAP OF GERMANY

Referring to an atlas or textbook map of Germany, identify, locate, and label the
following physical and political features. Spell and capitalize correctly.

1. Theofficial name of Germany isthe Federal Republic of Germany. Acrossthe
top of your paper above the map, write this name.

2. From 1949-1990 Germany was divided into two parts: West (Federal Republic
of Germany) and East (German Democratic Republic). Referring to the
projected map transparency and using a yellow colored pencil or marker, draw a
broken line to indicate this division. Below your map, place this symbol in your
legend and label as Division: East & West Germany 1949-1990.

3. Thenational capital and most populated city in Germany is Berlin. Thiscity hasa
long history, its origin dating back to around 1237AD. Berlin remained the
capital during the Nazi period and was heavily damaged by air raids and street
combat in 1945 when the Soviets conquered the city. The Four Powers -Soviet
Union, Great Britain, United States, and France- agreed to put the city under their
joint administration that lasted three years. The divided city became a symbol of
the Cold War and West Berlin a symbol of the unwavering will of its inhabitants
to defend their freedom. Since the fall of the wall in 1989, Berlin has retained its
official title as capital. The absolute location of Berlinis52° N, 13° E. Placea
star or asterisk surrounded by acircle on your map at the exact location and label
Berlin. Inyour legend, place the star symbol surrounded by acircle and label it
national capital.

4. Bonnisanother city of importance in Germany. Situated on the Rhine River,
Bonn was chosen as the capital of West Germany in 1949. Bonn isthe birthplace
of the famous composer Ludwig van Beethoven. The absolute location of Bonn is
51° N, 7° E. Place astar at the exact location and label Bonn. In your legend,
place the star symbol and label it capital of West Germany: 1949-1999.

5. Almost afourth of all German goods are shipped by water. Eighty percent of al
the goods in Germany that are shipped by water are transported on the Rhine
River. Population density is high along the banks of thisriver. Using ablue
pencil or marker, draw the course of this river on your map and label the Rhine
River.

6. Hamburg isthe second largest German city and the country’s main seaport. The
absolute location of Hamburg is53° N, 10° E. Place adot at the exact location
and label Hamburg.

7. The northern part of Germany, where Hamburg is located, isvery flat. Sincethis
areaison the sea, thereisalot of shipping. Label the North Sea and the Baltic
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10.

11.

12.

Sea on your map.

Hamburg is located on the Elbe River, one of the continent’s major waterways.
Using a blue pencil or marker, draw the course of this river on your map and label
the Elbe River.

In the southwest corner of Germany is the Black Forest, alarge hilly area covered
with tall pinetrees. The Black Forest is by no means dark and gloomy. It’slong
been a paradise for leisure sports such as mountain biking, kayaking and cross-
country skiing. It also has areputation for fine food and restaurants. (Y ou have
probably heard of Black Forest ham.) Locate thisregion on your map and |abel
the Black Forest.

The Danube River isone of the longest riversin Europe. It isthe only major
European river to flow west to east. The source of theriver islocated in the
Black Forest region. Using ablue pencil or marker, draw the course of thisriver
on your map. Label the Danube River.

Munich isacity not only known for the Oktoberfest festival, but also for its
architecture, great museums, exciting cultural events, and the nearby Alps. The
absolute location of Munich is48° N, 11° E. Place adot at the exact location and
label Munich.

On the border of Germany with Switzerland and Austria, there is a series of lakes
created by glaciers. Thisborder is also where the Alps begin. The Alpsisthe
collective name for one of the great mountain range systems of Europe. At this
location label the Alps.
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FORMER EAST AND WEST GERMANY

Former border of East and West Germany

LEGEND
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

The following activities are suggestions for expanding the lessons, reinforcing the Idaho
Achievement Standards, and providing opportunities for differentiated learning. The
options for use could include required assignments, extra credit assignments, written
reports, oral presentations, individual or group work.

1.

Both location and climate have significant influence on people. Look at the world
map in your atlas. Examine the latitude lines that cross both Germany and North
America. You will notice that Seattle in the north of the U.S. is about the same
latitude as Munich in the south of Germany. Most of Germany is at a higher
latitude than the US. Since most of Germany is so far north, what do you think
the climateislikein Berlin? Actually, the climate of Germany is much milder
than most places, such as Canada, found at the same latitudes. The Gulf Stream
Current causes the relatively mild climate. Research the Gulf Stream Current and
prepare areport explaining what it is, where it originates, and its effects on nearby
land. Be prepared to share your information with the class. Include a diagram for
additional clarification and interest. (Power Standard - 469.03.a: Correlate
physical geography and climatic conditions.)

Flags have special meanings to the people of the countries over which they fly.
Each color and symbol is significant. Unlike the people living in the U.S., most
German citizens do not relate emotionally to political symbols such as the flag.
Research the meanings behind the colors and symbols of the flags of Germany
and the U.S,, and write a short paper to inform your readers. Color the flagsin
the appropriate colors. (Power standard - 469.02.g: Explain how culture
influences people’s perceptions of places and regions.)

A country’s capital isalways a special place to its citizens. It has unique
buildings for its leaders and monuments to recogni ze accomplishments of the
people. Compile a series of photographs from travel magazines, the Internet,
newspapers, etc., to create a photo album containing images of buildings,
structures, or statues that have come to symbolize Berlin. Write captions
describing each location. (469.02.b: Analyze the human characteristics of
places.)

Research the Berlin Wall and prepare several paragraphs explaining the
significance of thewall. Include information on when the wall was built, why it
was built, what it represented, what life was like in the East, what life was likein
the West, when it was taken down and why it was taken down. Include
photographs. Be prepared to share your findings with the class. (469.06.c:
Analyze the effects of physical and human geographic factors on historic
events.)

Many countries of Western Europe belong to a group called the European
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10.

Union. Research this organization and prepare a paper of several paragraphs
explaining what the EU is, why it was formed, the countries that make up this
union, and the advantages and disadvantages of belonging to it. (Power Standard
- 469.01.9: Explain ways places are connected and interdependent.)

Find out information about the “ Cold War”. When did it begin and end? What
were the issues? Who were the players? Prepare an oral explanation for the class.
(469.02.b: Analyze the human characteristics of places.)

Approximately ¥ of Americans claim some degree of German ancestry. Many
German immigrants made positive contributions to American society and
helped shape American history. Read German Immigrantsinthe U.S.: A Case
Study - Levi Strauss. Then choose one of the following and write a case study to
present orally to the class. Include visuals such as photographs, time lines, etc., to
provide added interest. (469.01.h: Describe the patterns and processes of
migration and diffusion.)

Peter Zenger

Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben

Carl Schurz

Henry Kissinger

Wernher von Braun

Peter Minuit

Gather information for My Family Tree through which you can identify your own
national heritage. Asaclass, the findings of this survey can be graphed (e.g.
number of students with ancestors from various countries) or mapped on a
bulletin board.
Note to teacher: This can be a sensitive issue for those students who are
unable to obtain information about their family background. A suggestion
would be to trace the family tree of a parent or family friend through an
interview. (469.04.b: Explain migration streams over time.)

Invite aforeign exchange student from Germany to visit your class. A high
school counselor, principal or host family might be willing to help with the
arrangements. Decorate your classroom with a map of Germany, the German
flag, drawings of well-known German landmarks, etc., to help your guest feel
more welcome. (469.02.e: Evaluate characteristics of places and regions from
a variety of points of view.)

Many of Germany’srich cultural traditions have spread throughout the world.
Three of Germany’ s best-known composer s are Sebastian Bach (1685-1750),
George Frederick Handel (1685-1759), and Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827).
Their music is performed worldwide. Research one of these composers and
prepare an oral presentation for the class. Use photos, recordings of their work,
etc., to enhance your presentation. (469.01.h: Describe the patterns and
processes of migration and diffusion.)
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11.

12.

Germans are known for designing high quality products such as automobiles that
are exported to countries around the world. Investigate to find the names of 4
well-known Ger man automobiles and in which German city they are
manufactured. Then, on your map of Germany, label these cities according to
their absolute location and beneath the city’ s name, write the name of the
automobile. (469.02.f: Understand the effects of technology on cultural
groups’ perceptions of places and regions.)

Oktoberfest isapopular German festival. Research the information on this
celebration. Then, pretend you are on vacation in Munich at the time of
Oktoberfest. Write a postcard to afriend back home explaining the festival and
describing what you saw and did. Design the front of your postcard to depict a
scene from that area of Germany. (Consult your map for the relative location of
Munich, if necessary.) (Power Standard - 469.02.g: Explain how culture
influences peoples’ perceptions of places and regions.)
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German Immigrantsin the United Sates:
A Case Sudy

Levi Srauss

Blue jeans are the uniform of the “blue international.” They are worn on all continents
where people can obtain them. In Russiathey are traded on the black market. No other
article of clothing has so intensely preoccupied sociologists and philosophers. Scholars
regard Levis, manufactured in San Francisco since 1850, either as “a sociological
phenomenon” or “symbolic of the desireto be ‘in’.” Othersview Levis as the democratic
symbol of the kind of freedom characteristic of California during the gold rush.

Levis Strauss, in immigrant from Bavaria, would be surprised to read the scholarly
discussions about his creation, but he would surely be glad that more than 800 million
pairs of his pants have been sold to men and women since the time of his modest
beginnings. Not much is known about Strauss other than that he came from a modest
family and that he wanted to “get ahead.” He was born in 1829, came to the United
States at the age of 14, and lived with an uncle in Louisville, Kentucky, until he became
infected with “gold rush fever.”

Strauss traveled to New Y ork where his brothers Jonas and Louis were in the dry goods
trade, and bought a supply of silk and cloth. In addition, on hisway West, he took along
asupply of canvas intended for the Conestoga wagons made by German wheelwrightsin
Pennsylvania and used by many gold prospectors to cross the continent. Thus equipped,
he sailed around Cape Horn. Before arriving in San Francisco, he had sold all his
merchandise except for the canvas which was to make his fortune.

A gruff old prospector chided young Strauss for not having brought along a supply of
pants, because prospecting for gold was rough on pants. Strauss promptly had atailor
make pants from his canvas. The pants sold quickly and were soon know as “Levis.”

1853, Levi Strauss founded a trading company with his brothersin New Y ork.

Since that time, nothing essential has changed in this “piece of national heritage,” except
that the Strauss Brothers soon switched to another strong type of cloth called “serge de
Nimes,” which soon was shortened to “denim.”

Strauss, who never married, died in 1902. The sons of his brothers continued to direct
the company, which is among the world’ s largest textile corporations. Some of the early
Levis are now in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C.

from: Gerald Wilk, Americans From Germany
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From: Gerald Wilk, Americans From Germany
Located in “A Kid Like Me Acrossthe Sea”: Goethe Institut Inter Nationes,
Atlanta, GA, 2002.

My Family Tree

1. | wasborn in (city/state/nation)

2. My mother was born in (city/state/nation)

3. My father was born in (city/state/nation)

4. My mother’s parents live or lived in (state/nation)

They were born in (state/nation) and

5. My father’s parents live or lived in (state/nation)

They were born in (state/nation) and

6. Did your great-grandparents come from another country?

Which person?

What country?

7. What is your family’s cultural/ethnic heritage?

8. Doesyour family have special customs or traditions?

If yes, what are they?
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